
 

 

Renewable Energy 
Pathfinder  
 
 
With surging gas prices and a grim 
economy, citizens are hearing more 
and more about renewable energy 
resources as a means to decrease 
our independence on foreign oil and 
create new jobs. This pathfinder is 
designed to help patrons of the 
Chicago Public Library learn more 
about these resources and how they 
may change our lives and our world.  

 

 
Renewable energy is energy from a source that is not in limited supply, for 
example, energy that comes from the sun, wind, tides, and the burning of waste. 
The majority of countries are heavily dependent on fossil fuels as sources of 
energy, but with the decline in reserves and environmental repercussions, 
alternative sources are being increasingly used and developed. 
 
Electronic Databases 
The Chicago Public Library provides access to many databases that are excellent for obtaining 
science information. To access the databases go to chicagopubliclibrary.org and click on the A-Z 
Research Databases link under the Online Research heading. You may be asked to enter your 
library card number and zip code. The databases are listed in alphabetical order with a brief 
description under each link. You can also click on the letter from the horizontal list above. 
 
CQ Researcher Online – Popular among adults and teens alike, CQ Researcher offers 
comprehensive reporting and analysis on issues in the news. In these archives, users interested 
in renewable energy and alternative fuel technology will find a host of useful articles. 
 
Issues & Controversies – The Issues & Controversies research database from Facts on File 
details investigations of current world issues. A recent feature on renewable energy offers a 
wealth of information, touching many different areas of related to alternative energy sources and 
renewable energy. 
 
KidQuest and JuniorQuest Magazines – Using these kid-friendly databases, parents can help 
elementary students and young adults learn about energy-related issues around the country. 
Users will find a variety of age-appropriate articles concerning renewable energy and alternative 
fuel technologies.  
 
New Book of Popular Science – From Grolier Online, this colorful database offers biographies, 
activities, current science news, and the SciClopedia, including detailed introductions to topics in 
Earth sciences.  
 
Science Online – Use this database to find features on various Earth sciences topics, including 
articles from Earth-related magazines, such as E: The Environmental Magazine.  



 

 

 
 
Print Resources  
Alternative Energy. Neil Schlager and Jayne Weisblatt, Eds. Detroit: UXL, 2006. 409 pp. 3 vols.  
TJ808.A475 2006 
This set introduces students to issues surrounding both current energy sources and alternative energy 
options. The primary focus of the set is on the latest options for meeting the ever-growing demand for 
alternative energy technologies. 
 
Alternative Energy. Christine Petersen. New York: Children’s Press, 2004. 
TJ808.P47 2004  
This volume investigates various forms of energy derived from renewable resources, such as wind power, 
solar power, water power, geothermal energy, and biofuels. 
 
Alternative Energy Demystified. Stan Gibilisco. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2007. 
TJ808.G53 2007  
With this book, students can quickly get current on alternative energy issues. It provides concise information 
on all forms of energy, including fossil and biodiesel fuels; electric, solar, nuclear, hydroelectric, and wind 
energy; and renewable fuel cells.  
 
Energy Alternatives. Karen D. Povey. Detroit, MI: Lucent Books, 2007. 
TJ808.2.P68 2007  
This book elucidates numerous energy alternatives. Green vehicle fuels, the potential of solar, wind, wave, 
and geothermal power, and nuclear energy are examined. The future of alternative energy is also analyzed. 
 
Environmental Encyclopedia. Marci Bortman, Peter Brimblecombe, Mary Ann 
Cunningham, William P. Cunningham, and William Freedman, Eds. 3rd ed. Farmington Hills, 
MI: Gale, 2003. 1641 pp. 2 vols. 
GE10.E38 2003 
Some 1,300 alphabetically arranged articles relevant to the field of environmental studies are laid out in plain 
language by contributors with scientific backgrounds. Entries of varying length and breadth focus on 
environmental science and issues.  
 
Kicking the Carbon Habit: Global Warming and the Case for Renewable and Nuclear Energy. 
William Sweet. New York: Columbia University Press, 2006. 
TJ808.S87 2006 
The first part of this book exposes the myriad costs of the coal industry. Part II highlights the effects of 
carbon dioxide on global climates. The third part explains low- and zero-carbon technologies currently 
available to producers and consumers. 
 
 
Websites 
http://www.eere.energy.gov/ 
U.S. Department of Energy website for information on energy efficiency and renewable energy technologies. 
http://www.nrel.gov/learning/ 
Provides information about renewable energy, energy-efficiency practices, delivery and storage 
technologies, applications and student resources. 
http://www.eia.doe.gov/kids/energyfacts/sources/renewable/renewable.html 
Illustrated explanations of the five renewable energies used most often: hydraulic, solar, wind, geothermal, 
and biomass. Classroom activities from grades K—12. 
http://www.ipl.org/div/pf/entry/79900 
This is a link to the Internet Public Library’s pathfinder highlighting sources of information on alternative 
energy and hybrid vehicles. 
 


